The Ropes and Wind Have Eyes, But the Bells Tell the Story

A flat clang of bells toll at half past five

as dawn breaks on the parading of sins. ————
The gallows watch their charges arrive—
A noose per neck swaying in the wind. R

Familiar criminals to the gallows'
who beg for mercy as the ones before, ".
mothers and fathers who throw fits and fists I|
undoing the child—they both ignore. |

God's tribunal witness—the Tyburn Tree. \
A worn relic from millennia past.

An archived memory of justice

for broken innocence of the caste

Once forced to pick my own childhood switch
a Weeping Willow shed tears for me.

£ Despite stereotvpes, People who abuse or neglect children do not always stand out from the general

population. An abuser may appear to be a respectable, charming, and likable member of the community.
They can have secure, well-paying jobs and strong social networks.

2 Unicef. “Nearly 400 million young children worldwide regularly experience violent discipline at home.” 11
June 2024, https:'www.unicef oro/press-releases/nearly-400-million-voung-children-worldwide-reoularly-

experience-violent-discipline

Two adults

charged with
child neglect after police found
their six children living in a
locked storage unit with a
bucket as a toilet. Couple

their 10-year-old daughter
with autism [J] a baby's parents
and grandparents were arrested
and charged with negligent child
abuse

after the two-
month-old's death/ Florida
parents face neglect charges

baby died
abuse.
parents

from long-term
Pennsylvania
sentenced for

endangerment. They forced
their seven children to live in
deplorable [l conditions,
sometimes locking the
refrigerator to prevent access to
food. Nearly 400 million young
children worldwide regularly
experience violent discipline at
home 2




