To draw a body of water

after Nina Mingya Powles, essica | Lee, and Pratyusha

The artist asks me to think beyond my nostalgia, beyond the
insular, tiny thing I thought was important, which was the
ephemeral quality of this lake that I think exists and my small
memorties of it; she made me question: why is this animal/fish
dead? and what does a dead fish make me think about now
in the present tense? About our impact on marine life, how
pollutants drift into rivers and stay there. It reminds me
of the responsibility we have to our waters, our environment;
migrating salmon on Scotland’s coast, industries related to
fish farming. I think of that time I saw a grey heron catch
and eat a fish on the Oregon Coast near Yaquina Head
Lighthouse and how the fish carcass, its importance and
meaning, reaches beyond the appetite of human impact
and poetic symbol. What about its historic predators?

The fish is part of a larger, more ancient, ecosystem.
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