
















Self Portrait as Useful Domestic Item 
Eleanor Eleanor (1979-    ) 
Magazine clippings, poem 

use this nozzle for small messes, this tube for  
larger, this buffer, this scrubber, 
this shiner and gauge, this super deluxe 
dusting brush telescoping wand retractable 
power cord, yes, 50 percent  
more suction complete with  
separator tenderizer burner and cookie 
press, egg beater and wringer washer and headlight, 
did I mention it’s self-propelled really  
just another arm to have attached  
to my own arm you see now how I am 
the truly useful kind of multi-purpose tool 



Baby ball 
Eleanor Eleanor (1979-   ) 
Magazine clippings, poem 

I feel an internal hinge. A popcorn kernel, a wing flap, feel 
a breeze though no air, a leaf bud unraveled, a little latch. 
I open my little out. I split  
cells and cells again, and they  
split off I am  
a baby builder, I am 
a copy machine, can make 
with my eyes closed, 
with both hands tied. 

Cowles, Kathryn






