
Dusk

Excerpt

Remote.Byremoteness,controlled.Phantomsleadtheway(presentandpasttense).

somethingsticks.Getswrappedaroundathought.Thisissuspicion.

Aliensandastronautshaveeyesthatarenottobebelieved.TuesdaycamebeforeMonday.As

TuesdayonceagainwillcomeafterMondaybutlessdistanceputbetweenthetwoyet

meanwhile,somepupilswouldfeelfreetofloataway.Someiriseswouldtravelaboverainbows

thencomedowncontainingdifferentmysteries.Theseeyes,nowhardashell,fancynew

fancies.Orhardashail,rain,pouroutsomethingelseofadifferentcomposure.Adifferent

purpose.Containingafancyforanotheridentity.Anactiveattractionstreamingintothedarkest

ofmatters.

*

Ghostsarenotinvisiblebutdifferentlysensed.

*

Wherelightsaredirectlyabove,wherethelightsarebrightestandfloorfreshlywaxed,the

shadowsfadeintoreflections.Whathourisitinthewakeoftheflorescentsun?Thefalselight

onskin,touchingeyes,bringsneitherwakefulnessnorenlightenment.It'stoolatefora

revelationrightnow.Thisisthebefore.Somethinghasyettoexist.Ahauntingfeelingcomes

overandbreaksbread.Joinsinonbreaktime.Becomescoffee.Eatsalongsidesomewornout

ideas.

*

Thenightmightbeblack.Mightbebright.CouldbefullmooninScorpio.Couldbefullmoonin

Sagittarius.Ifonlyeyesfilmedasopposedtofilled.Itisbright.Tasksaskedforonetogoout.

Toexitintothecold.MightbefullmooninCapricornorAquarius.Theseasonswaver.The

moonisbutonefacethatoccurs.Tasksrecurandrecur.Itiscold.Itisbright.Itmightbefull

mooninPisces.Lifeiscommittedtotasksandmisery.Thescheduledomesticatesthetraces

ofdaydreamshappeningandhappeningagaininthenight.Thoughtswalkingoutofstepamong

thephraseshangingintheairofthenight.Cold.Inheritedfrom thegame.Itiscold.Itis

basketballseason.Itishockeyseason.Itisfootballseason.Itisholidayseason.ItisnotCancer

norLeobutthemoonisfull.Itissweepsseason.Theepisodesarenew.Commercialsare

breakingsomewhere.Commercialshavebrokenthestream ofsongsintheheadphones.Itis

fullmooninTaurus.Thehoroscopereads,"Inlove,tensionsarepointless.It’sgoingtobea

beautifulday,withnounpleasantevents."

*



Outlinesandunderlays.Notfornothing,cometofindout,whathadhappenedwasn'thowitwas.

Notevenhowthinkingaheadthoughtitwouldgo.

*

Pleaseaddflavorpacketaftermicrowavingsoup.Itishot.Thetongueissensitive.Thisbitof

fleshisweak.Therestofthefleshfeelsnosuchway.Isnotsusceptibletoskinhunger.No

pangsfortouch.Aversetohugsandembracebutstilllongingforloveiflovecanacceptthe

termsandagreements.Followtheinstructions.Agreetosomefineprint.

*

"...writeoffhospitality...enoughhassle/enoughstress...everythingdoesn'tstartagainuntil

tomorrow"(KristínSvavaTómasdóttir-Stormwarning)

*

Letitgo.Justlostalotofwords.Thoughtsdisappeared.Madeamistakeandnowit'sgone.No

backup.Nothingtorevertto.Thatwasthebeforethatoccurred.Thereisnoreturn.Whatever

survivedwillbeunderstoodlateronbutthere'snowelcomeforthestressesoftryingto

rememberwhatoncewasconstructed.Thosestructuresthatwereassembled,crumbled.Leave

itbe.Thosebuildingsweren'tmemoriesyet.Thosephrasesweren'tevenbuiltasfarasthe

worldisconcerned.Whathappenedinone'sheadisforonealoneonthisoccasion.

*

"Disciplinariansthriveunderchaos."(Zane-Nervous)

*

Routineandbanality.Moreofsame.Scheduled.Eat,sleep.Consider,reconsider.Benervous.

Anxious.Startagainattheend.Afterabreak.Embracethegap.Letthespacerubupagainst

themind'sskin.Letdistancebecomeatactilethought.Apinch.Akiss.Aloverwithoutany

senseofcharm.

"Thepersonthatlovestheleast,controlstherelationship."(Zane-TotalEclipseoftheHeart)

Whomeverandwhatever.Eventheinanimatehaveasenseoflovethatcanappliedtoitif

somebodyiswillingtoapplyit.Somefolkshaveinstalledfailsaferomanticism topushback

againstallodds.

"thisishowtraumalearnstobehave."(MarwaHelal-InvasiveSpecies)

*

Isthishappeninginrealtime?Howdoesthesurrealdifferfrom this?Howdoesthehyperreal

givecredittothis?Whoinvitedthemagicalreal?Whydidfolksforgetaboutthemarvelousreal?



Inwhatapproachtotherealdodaydreamsappear?Isthereroom forasimulationoronly

acceleration?

Isthereroom forvacillationorinthisvortexisthereonlyfurtherinandinwardnobackandforth?

Whatgoodisbeingaghostifonemustremaintoweatherthestorm minustheabilitytofeelthe

rain?Can'tsmelltheflowerseitherwhereverweedsgrowtallenoughtobemistakenforplants

suchasthose.Definitionsaremalleable.Lexiconskeepgrowing.Voyagesoutwardare

rewardedwithmorevocabularybutavocabularydoeshaveway,atendency,todoapersoninor

sosomecornydeadwhitepoetthought.

*

Busstopsandbusrides.Commute.Nocommunion.

Moreopportunitiesforthejourneyinside.Downside.Totalkwouldbeatripoutside,upside.

Sidesandstairsin/out,up/down.

Apronstringsandcoattails.Beenletdownbefore,stillthereistheafterwards.Isafterwardsinto?

Towardsoroutwards?Whatdirectionisafterheading?What'sonafter'smind?Whatwas

beforeexpecting?Hereisconfused.Therealreadyalwaysgaveupwhilethesubmittingwas

good.Gaveinwhenthesurrenderingwasgivinggoodoffersforgivingup.Hauntinghaslearned

tohaggle.Ghostsaregreatdebators.Spectresontheotherhandhavestickyfingers.

Pickpocketwhilenostalgiastartssettingin–scaredandmelancholy.Graverobbersdon't

requireabody,deathisevernear.Aliensabductandstoriesarerarelytakenseriously.

*

"theonetrueloveissettling/ascore/peelingbacktheskinrevealsnomeaning...beautiful,

butinsincere/newheaven,newearth"(elvisdepressedly)

*

IsitThursday?Ifitis,isittimeforathrowback?Yesterday'sdramaisjustasfreshastoday's.In

referencetoothertimes,todayenjoysitspositionofdifferencewhilesavoringthesimilarity.

Thedissonanceisreal.

*

Somethoughtswillnevergetwhatisdeserved.Nevergetwhatithascoming.Ideasfindthe

slim spaces,slideinandhideout,reside,livehappilyeverafter.

Onceuponatime,thingsweredifferent.Sensewasnevermadebutexisted.Occurred.Thiswas

notalwaysthesepieces.Wasnotbroken.

Wastedalotoftime.Livedlifecallingforacalling,gotnoreplies.Gotcaughtupinthesoundof

wishes.Tastedprayers.Could'veswornthatmiracleshadanodorthathungintheair.



Consideredhangingonewaytoreachblessings.GetclosertoGod.Washappierthanthose

wordswouldrelay.Thoughtandtalkneverwenttotherapytogetthecounselingneededto

communicate.Cometoanagreement.Butloveistheair.Thatshitstayshangingaround.Ain't

gotnowheretogobutdon'tlikehangingout.Sendsatext.Makesnoplans.Considersthespan

andexpanseofakiss.

*

"Stillthirstydeterminedandmotivated...Realniggasain'tneveroutdated."(E-40)

*

Keepingthatsameenergy,differentdesirebuttheromanceisreal.Existssomewhere.Isbroken.

ThebrokenbladeistheNegro.Timetocompleteeachotherorbecompleted.Repaired.

Stepintoanotion.Feelafeeling.Reverseroles.Roleplay.Whateverittakes.

*

Onecanleavethehoodbutthehoodneverleavesonealone.Onealwayshasthehoodasa

runningpartner.Thehoodhasheart.Thehoodhasaheart.Asidekickfortragedy,comedy,or

romance.Stavesoffabitofloneliness.Keepsneedinessatbaywhilerespectingthegame.Got

tohavegoals.Gottoplaytowin.Workforvictory.

*

Theshadowoffleshcastshowdeepandfar/alandscapeofperspective?/howround/a

circumferenceenoughtofittheliving/worlddoesasinglelifeturningtoitslaborspin?(Ed

Roberson-Eclogue)

*

"Inherentinallofthis?Self-deceit.Thenotionthatstormstobenarratedareexternal.Rich

atmospheres.Humanbeingsstruggleagainsttheelementsoragainstotherbeings,asifthe

elementsandtheenemiesweren'talso–andespecially–internal."(LuisaValenzuela-Dark

DesiresandtheOthers)



AnotherExcerptfrom Dusk

"InParadise,/Multitudesoflettersaresentbycrane./...Notreelacksaperchedphoenix."(Li

Shangyin-EmeraldWalls)

*

Underworldsandoverworldshavevaryingtraditions.Can'tplanforeverything.Themythsleave

outtoomanydetails.Diariesdothesame.Dialogueevenmoreso.

*

Themirrorreturnsthesameniggaallthetime.Theshadowisashorteningandlengtheningof

thesame.It'squeertosenseitanyotherway.Sentimentsaysthat'swhatexists.Memorycan't

reconcilewithfeelingsthatmightsuggestthere'sanythingaskewinthepictureasitisframed.

*

Don'tgetdead.Notyet.Don'tmakeitahabit.Breakasthewavesbreak.Bringtheshiptoport.

Bringtheherdupstream alongthebanksoftheriver.Theghostsbrokeandwereneverrepaired.

Repairsain'treparationssowhocaresaboutthatsortofthing?Shouldbegettingsomethingin

returnforsurviving.Somethingbeforetheendoftheday.Beforeitgetstothedarkestmoment.

*

Can'thidethepain.Toomuchslipsout.Thefaceisatraitor.Theoblivionknowswhatrefusesto

fallbetweenthecracksoflife.Fatigueanddisdaincatchuptotheeyes.Inthiscase,believethe

eyes.Butthisisacasebycasesituation.Eyesarestillsuspect.Yeteyes,mouth,nose,allwork

againstkeepingitin.TryingtobeOK.Mostlytonotbebotheredbypeoplecheckingin.

*

Somenightsthere'snobodytolookat.Literally,nothingtosee.Notmuchanyway.Senttothe

gulagofthebuilding.Confinedtoone'sowncompany.Somenightsit'swelcomed.Othertimes,

it'spossiblethatsomebodyislookingtobreaksomeone.Shouldquit.Won'tthough.Notinthe

moodtogoonthemarketagain.Searchingtakessomuchtimeawayfrom notimetospare.Is

theremoremoneytoget?Don'twantit.Thelifestylethat'sbeinglivedisbuiltaroundthischeck.

Didthemath.Stilldoingit.Numbersalwaysonthemind.Calculationsresideonthenerve

endings.There'sanequationforeverything.Truthtablesandproofs.

*

Thinkingtwiceisonewayinwhichdesireprovesthatitisimmortal.

*

Ifdemonspossesswhatdoangelsdo?Istheroleoftheguardiantopreventthis?Whichjobis



easier?Angelscanfallbutcandemonsrise?

*

Couldgetlucky.Foundafewbucksafewshiftsago.Foundabaggie.Foundsomefreetime

hidingoutinastall.Whycan'ttheclockbebrokeninthisfavor?Timedoesnofavors.Space

ain'texactlygenerouseither.Buttimeismoney.Spaceain'tshit.That'swhytheghettoisfullof

niggaswhoain'tshiteither.Wasonetoo.Am onenow.Mightdienotbeingshittoo.Butknow

thevalueofaminute.Watchedtoomanyfolkstakenbeforegettingachancetodobetter,be

better.Justsimplytobe.Don'tneedtobebetter.Letaniggaexist.Allthatorain'tshit,itdon't

matter.Thegooddieyoung.Theoldcan'tliveforever.

*

"crowdinrotation...Somebodycan'trelate(hol'up)/Staydownwithnofakin'(goup)/Top-

down..."(SchoolboyQ,2Chainz,Saudi)

*

Surrounded.ThisisAmerica.Couldbeanywhere.Nowindowsjustdoors.Wallsandshelves.

Toolevel.Toostraight.What'stheaesthetic?What'sbeingsaidinthislayout?Whatkindoftax

cutdidthecompanygetthat'snotgettingpasseddowntotheindividuals?

*

"façadeisjustafake/Shockhorrornoescape/Sensationalism forthefeed"(X-RaySpex)

*

Artificial.Rightdowntothegoals.Can'trememberchildhoodfantasies.Hadtofakenew

dreams.Somethingtofilltheconfinesoftheidentity.Somethingtomotivatewhentheenergy

deteriorates.Desirerustsevenifitkeepsonrunning.Attractionhangsaroundthehousebut

doesn'treallywanttogooutanymore.Maybethisputsloveoutofreach.Romanceisapotnot

forgottenaboutbutnotstirredeither.

Discomfortagainstskin.Discomfortinskin.

*

Getitoverwith.Gettothepartwhenit'soktogohometonobody.Makesomebodyupforsome

discussion.Clearoutthemind.Getsomestuffoffthechest.

*

Soclockfinickyandsoclockparticular.Nothingabstractabouthowtoreadtheclock.Linear

uponacircularfacenotthedepthsbutsinking.Fallingintoashyness.Suffocatedbya

sentimentaltimidity.Withdrawnintofears.Scaredofwhatisgone.Tooafraidtopursuewhat



mightappearnext.Theoldticker,theheartiswoundupandwoundtootightandthusskipstoo

manybeats.Alwaysaflutter.Imaginationisenoughbringonetopalpations.Toooldtobeso

silly.Toomanytwilightshavebroughtnotenderness.Giveup.Theclock,themirror,thetasksall

sayit'sover.It'stoolate.Thisseasonoflifesuggestsself-loveistheonlyloveleft.Thepirate

hasbecomeseasick.Thesea,dearestally,turnedanenemy.

*

Naturewillnotstopped.Thepigeonsmakenestsinthebackroom.Pickatbirdfeedandavoid

thetraps,nets,andcatchers.

*

Didn'tasktobeasaintnoramartyr.Can'tintuithowtoexistasanangel.Don'twanttobean

android.Isthisrobotic?Theintelligencefeelsartificial.Anautomaton.Thegolem.Animated.

Butnotreallyalive.Evenashrugofashouldershouldbemetbyapproval.Whoisthe

programmer?

*

Issharingfeelingsgenerosityorvanity?

*

Oh,todayisjustoneofthosedays.Adiaryisnotamemoir.Truthdoesn'tliveinthemood.The

momentisonlyloyaltotheemotion.

*



Excerptfrom Dawn

One:what'snext?

Other:afterbreakfast?

One:afterlife?

Other:heavenistraphouse.Who'dwanttogothere?

One:so,zombiesthen?

Other:thatorghosts.

One:then,zombiesoundsbetter.Thoughtlessbuttactile.

Other:ghostsmustbesolonely.

One:andbotharefeared.

Other:whohasitworsedjinnorfairies?

One:definitelydjinn.Thelampisaprettyshittyplacetolive.

Other:dofairieshaveitgood?

One:maybewingsareagoodconsolationprizeforsuchlonglivesofquietsorrow.Magic's

gottagetboringafterawhile.

Other:magicissomundane.

One:andsomanyneedyfolksaskingforparanormalfavorshastogetoldtoo.

Other:that'swhythesmartangelsstayedinheaven.

One:andthebadoneshavegrowntiredofplayinggames.

Other:Luciferisonvacation.

One:aholidaytorivalChristmas.

*

"...ifthereisadelayitcanonlymean...atrap...hidethisdiary,inventsomeexplanationand

wait..."(AdolfoBioyCasares-TheInventionofMorel)

*

Other:thegolem.



One:theoriginalrobot.

Other:thesemechanicalservantswerenevertobetrusted.Certainly,somethingwouldgo

wrong.

One:goofftherails.

Other:atleastthetrainhasrails,tracks,stations,terminals.

One:whatdoesthegolem haveotherthancommands?

Other:onecannotimaginethegolem happy.

*

One:notreadyforbedyet.

Other:why?Thoughtthenightwasrough.Thoughtitwaslong.Can'ttakemuchmore.

One:yeah,makesmoresensetospendsometimeontheselfratherthanrechargefor

somebodyelse.

*

Other:Nothingiswhatitwaswhenitfirststarted.Endingsoccurwhereendingsoccur.Don't

wanttodecidewhenbutit'llbeoverwhenit'soverandtherewillbenochangingthat.Nothingto

bedonethen.Loveisn'teverenough.Orloveiseverythingandit'snotaroundhereanymore.

Couldworkwithsemanticsabitmore.Don'twantsomebodyelse'sbadfeelingsonthis

conscious.It'snobody'sfault.Orit'severybody's.Nobodyisinnocent.Maybetherewasn't

anythinghappeninghereinthefirstplace.Now,thiscouldbethelastplace.That'swhere

everythingisfound,isn'tit?

*

One:Red,gold,andgreen.Dreamskeepgettingolderallthetime.Notasuperheronow,nota

villaineither.Thecomicbooklifeain'tevergonnahappen.Thisain'taeulogybutit'sagoodbye.

*

"...bustedfairies...thewordheaven...assembleinlimbo..."(StephenJonas-Postlude)

*

"filledtothebeautifulbrim withlove"(TedJoans)

*

Other:somuchmoretogive.



One:somuchmoretoreceive.

*

Stablechancethesis:thatinanygivenpossibleworld,anypairofintrinsicduplicatephysical

setupswiththesamechancesofbeingsubjecttothesameexternalinfluencesmustyieldthe

samechances.

*

One:objectivechancemadethishappen.

Other:madeorcorrelated?

One:maybeitdoesn'tmatter.

Other:maybe.Maybeisalloneeverhastodependon.Maybeistheconstantandthevariable.

*

Other:wantedtoseesomethingcoming.Theviewwasobscured.Thevisionwascompromised

bytheviewer.Didn'twanttoworryaboutthepotential.Whetherpositiveornegative,predictions

arefilledwithanxiety.Lookingforwardisariskyproposition.Aheadisaroundabend,outof

sightbutalwaysonthemind.Tomorrowmightnotbefirstlovebutisareboundthatnobody

canshake.Alwaysgettingbacktogethereventhoughnobodyisreallyhappyinthearrangement.


